THLE HIGH COST OF VOTING

HE voter explosion hits with a double whammy. On
Ttop of the people explosion, we have a rocket surge
in the percentage who read, argue—and vote.

Back in 1920, less than half (44 percent) of U.S. adults
went to the polls. By the election year 2000, nine Presiden-
tial terms from now, about 83 out of every 100 eligibles will
exercise their franchise. The way things are going, more
than 168 million Americans will want to vote. Southern
Negroes have added their voices to the ever-broader de-
mand for say-so in public affairs. Democracy deepens.

But there’s a hitch: the rising cost of our archaic sys-
tem for polling and counting. In an average county, the
cost runs about $2 per vote, per election. This price already
exerts a subtle but serious pressure against greater citizen
participation. Unless the high cost of voting is cut, this na-
tion can’t make good on its dream of universal suffrage.

To insure an honest count of paper ballots, officials
have to hire production lines of election workers, often keep
them going for long hours. So they turn to supposedly
“modern” voting machines. Things get worse. One machine,

which should serve about 400 citizens, costs upward of
$1,600 and has to be carted around like an outsize refrig-
erator. Budget-tight officials never provide enough to han-
dle the crowds. You wait for hours in long lines or—research
proves—give up your rights in disgust.

What to do? University of California political scien-
tist Joseph Harris, 68, found an answer. He invented a sim-
ple gadget that lets the ordinary voter punch his decisions
directly into an IBM card. When polls close. precinct judges
just hustle the punched ballots to a computer. Most big
counties now own or can rent a computer smart enough to
tally long ballots with absolute accuracy.

The Harris Votomatic, as Joe Harris calls his punch-
card device, is so cheap that each county can provide as
many as the people need. No more long lines. No waits.

Such convenience befits the rising dignity of political
action, Harris believes. “A generation ago, politics was
looked down on. It was left to people with their hands out.
The approved view used to be: ‘I'm nonpartisan.” This is no
longer true. It’s now respectable to be active in politics.”

Punch-card ballot slashes expenses. More can vote.
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You take a punch-card ballot into the booth, insert it into a slot. The candidate
names appear on flip-over pages. Just punch a hole beside each

favorite as you would mark a paper ballot. Punch goes through your ballot.
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“Why didn’t we think
of this for Uncle Harry?”

Selecting Christmas presents is a lot of fun most of the time, but
every once in awhile you run into a special problem. In the case of the
Graham family it was rich Uncle Harry, a proverbial case of ‘“the man
who had everything.”

Fortunately, the Grahams are regular LOOK subscribers, and Mrs.
Graham found the answer while reading their current issue — a gift
subscription to LOOK Magazine.

Now every-other-Tuesday for the next 12 months Uncle Harry will
receive a fresh, colorful copy of LOOK Magazine. Each issue will be a
regular reminder of the Grahams’ friendship and good taste — a brand
new ‘“‘Christmas package” of pure reading pleasure.

Take a tip from the Grahams and let LOOK Magazine solve your
gift problems, too — whether for rich Uncle Harry, Cousin Rachel, or
just about anyone. Simply clip, fill in, and mail the coupon below, and
you’ll have those “difficult” presents taken care of in no time.

Save $2.50 under newsstand value.

1t will cost you only $4.00 for your first gift subscription to LOOK
Magazine. That’s a regular newsstand value of $6.50 for 26 issues.
And you save even more on additional subscriptions, which cost only
$3.00 apiece.

Pay now, or we bill you later, whichever you prefer. The important
thing is to get your order started today, so we can mail your gift cards
in time for Christmas.

FILL IN, CLIP AND MAIL TODAY

[ ] Enter [7] Renew my own one-year subscription at your Christmas gift rate
($4.00 for one subscription; $3.00 for each additional one.)
Add postage per year: Canada and Pan America, $1.50; other Foreign, $3.50.

%o MAIL TO LCOK, 111 TENTH STREET, DES MOINES, IOWA 50304 21561

| ONE YEAR GIFT (26 issues). ... $4 |
| EACH ADDITIONAL ONE YEARGIFT..._._.. ... $3 |
| []1 Remittance Enclosed [] Please bill me |
{ Send LOOK td {
{ Street }
l City State l
| Send gift card signed |
: PLEASE LIST ADDITIONAL GIFTS ON SEPARATE SHEET :
: My Name |

l
I| Street |

l
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| ZIP |
| |
| I
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VO T I N G continued

The League of Women Voters, crusaders for an informed and active electorate,
taught De Kalb County, Ga., citizens how to punch ballots.

“It’s as stmple
as sturing coflee
with a spoon.”

Booming Atlanta, and its satellite county. De Kalb, had
wallowed for years in political lethargy. Georgia’s cor-
rupt “county-unit system” made urban votes almost
worthless. With reapportionment and civil-rights fer-
ment, registration shot up about 60 percent in four years.
How could the voters find room at the polls? De
Kalb dolefully planned to buy $122.000 worth of extra
voting machines—but instead went whole hog for the
cheaper punch-card ballot. Atlanta made a token test.
Older officials feared that people would not take to
the new way. But a community education project paid
off. The experiment, spreading to other U.S. counties,
argues for punch-vote reform. “It’s as simple,” drawled
a lady official, “as stirring your coffee with a spoon.”

Atlanta barber Sam Sheats, worker for the All Citizens Voter Registration

Committee, demonstrated a sample Votomatic to 300 regular customers.
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